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Statement by Ayatollah Khamenei to 1st edition of TIBF event

In the name of Allah, the Merciful, the Compassionate

The commendable efforts of the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Gui in jing of an imter book fair
heiped provide the publication corps, from authors o i and the ip, with a preci ity bo
‘tale account of its ‘assets’ and accordingly strive for further promotion of the treasured legacy of human cultural
history. Efforts of the past generations hawe left us a priceless legacy. it behooves on us o add to the legacy and pass
it on to our pasterity in a more burgeoning and flourishing foem,

To know the signifi of book as a for the perfection of human ty that would be enough to
note that 2l the divine refigions and proei fities of the human history have survived through books and
that the cultural refations of the human has been enh d under the of books and cultural

exchanges. We are bownd then to realize the genuine need of our era and take effective and speedy strides for brining
the human intedlect to fruition amd remove the existing cultural shorages.

Besides the shrewd authors and rigorous publishers whose cultural senvice is everlasting, the public too is supposed
‘o make it a habit io read books as a sacred undertaking. While making use of others” inwaluable researches and
stadies, we must not ignone to choose the best and beware against ketting our intellectual and cultural independence
be overlocked and sidefined by the intellectual outputs of other human thinkers.

| pray God to bestow success on all of yoo

Sayyed Ali Khamenei
Presi of the kslamic Republic of lran
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We must make it a habit to read books. We must
also make our children habituated toread books

from the very childhood. For example, they may
take it on before going to bed.
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It is much regrettable that the aptitude of book reading in
our dear nation that has been among the torchbearers of

culture, book and knowledge in the post-Islamic history
runs far less than expected.
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We must reach a status in society where books find an acceptable
share in the households’ consuming baskets and that they
purchase books for study rather than decoration of libraries or

showing them off to others. This is a point of note for the case of
book reading aptitude in society.
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| suppose the Iranian parents to help their
children to keep company with books from the
early childhood. Even small children mustbegin
to keep company with books.
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Bookreading as a practice mustbecome
popular in society. It must be promoted
and it behooves on all relevant bodies
to take the responsibility on.
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We must produce books in far larger numbers
than present,bothintranslationand publication of
modernworksandinrestorationandrepublication
of ancient ones.
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Editions of different books must grow from the present
usual numbers of 2,000 or 5,000 or 10,000 to 200,000 or
300,000. Books must be published and distributed in the
society at such immense quantities.

e

Al




12 hino plio o jl LS o8 dulas

wdlyasghagag Guse’y il g dS aally i (lasgi daslas 3 la 5 9uis ju e
i ARDIS 1 3 gl o0 aad 93 45 SllES o gyl (el Cana 53 il puicas
s Thalgalas 513 baos gotinn gclian SIS il gs i S Siaal 59 55 & ghi

wadl 2 M3 Lo 5 geiis () ya gl sueaits IS oyl (sl

We are not satisfied with the reality on the ground in our country
and society concerning book production tallies. Well, it is right;
the volume of book production is larger than past, sometimes
several times the past numbers or editions. However, it is not
enough; it is inadequate for our country.
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Social needs must be considered while deciding on book
production, for the sort of books either to be translated or
distributed. Those in charge must identify the intellectual gaps
and needs in the society and then decide onthe appropriate books
to mend or meet them.
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It must become a key household expense to purchase books.
People are supposed to pay more attention to books than decors
like chandeliers, different tables, various furniture or curtains.
It must become a key household expense to purchase books.
People are supposed to pay more attention to books than decors
like chandeliers, different tables, various furniture or curtains.
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Oncewe managetoadvancethe culture ofbookreading
across the country and, at the same time, well expand
book production, a substantial portion of the cultural
assignments of the Islamic Republic’s government is
fulfilled then.
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It is unfortunate that in our society, publications have failed
to find its due status and popularity.

Our society is indeed mature rather than myopic or raw.
Our people are expected to keep a stronger company with
books than present.
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Those who experience a waste of time for example while
aboard a bus or sitting a taxi or waiting for an appointment
with doctor in a clinic, anyway, while they have to spend
some time idle-by or in waiting, they must take a book on
during all such hours.
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Healthy and nourishing feedstock must be provided
to the people’s thoughts and souls. Anyone doing
otherwise has committed a larger mistake or crime
than those who distribute unhealthy or poor foodstuff.
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We never wish to tell people they must read this sort of
books and abandon that sort of books, never. In fact,
different tastes, thoughts, minds, and aptitude must have
a ground to play over.




